Whittier First UMC
Whittier First United Methodist Church

facebook.com/WhittierFirstUMC

WhittierFirstUMC.com | Info@WhittierFirstUMC.com | 562.698.0022 | 13222 Bailey St., Whittier CA 90601 | 08.18.22

This month we are highlighting the Wesley brothers from
the 18th century. They are the founders of the Methodist
Church. All our hymns and the majority of our prayers
come directly from them. As you engage in worship this
morning, may your heart feel the warmth of God's Spirit.

“After returning to England from a horrible experience
in Savanah Georgia (one of the new colonies in America), John was exceedingly discouraged. He met a man
by the name of Peter Boehler, who invited him to a
special Christian reading at Aldersgate, London. It was
there that he experienced the flame of the Spirit, igniting a new awareness of God’s love.” –Pastor Angela
Join us this Sunday @ 10am, in-person or online,
“Roots of a Movement:
Wesley Brothers Part III, Heart Strangely Warmed’

August 7
Roots of a Movement: Wesley Brothers, Part I,
Rectory, Psalm 71: 5-18
August 14
Roots of a Movement: Wesley Brothers, Part II,
Holy Club, I Thessalonians 5:16-24
August 21
Roots of a Movement: Wesley Brothers, Part III,
Heart Strangely Warmed, Acts 1: 1-8
August 28
Roots of a Movement: Wesley Brothers, Part IV,
Be More Vile, Matthew 5: 13-16

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE
In-Person:
Sunday, August 14, 2022: 44

Online (Facebook & YouTube):
Sunday, August 7, 2022: 128

Opportunities for involvement
08.21.22—08.24.22
Sun, 08.21.22
8:45 am
10 am
10:15 am
Wed, 08.24.22
9 am

CHURCH CHILI COOK-OFF is back!
Sunday, Sept 18, after worship, Wesley bldg.
Several chili entries needed, plus donations of
cornbread, taste testers! Anyone can enter, so
make sure to tell a friend.

FAMILY PROMISE
returns Sept 25-Oct 9, 2022
Volunteers needed to help
provide meals and overnight
monitors.

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS
M & M Challengers
Kraft Friendship Room
Traditional Worship
Sanctuary & Online
Children’s Sunday School
Library
Sew n Sew
Sewing Room (Admin 101)

Sunday, October 2 @ 1pm, Sanctuary patio

COMMUNION STEWARD NEEDED to set up
every first Sunday of the month. Please contact the
Church Office for more information.

KEYBOARD LESSONS ON PIANO/ORGAN
Dr. Tom Strout is offering instruction, (beginners to
advanced). Good piano skills needed to begin organ
lessons. Call 562-696-4326 for details.

Gratitude for Service:

JOAN MEISTER EVERETT
I have lived in Whittier since I was five years old, arriving here with my family in 1947 by way of Los
Angeles when my parents, Therman and Marjorie Meister, left Nebraska for good for the better
weather of California. They took Sunday drives nearly every weekend searching for the perfect place to
settle, ending up in Whittier because it reminded them of a small Midwest town. I think we joined the
First Methodist Church of Whittier shortly after we moved here, and this has been my base church ever
since. My parents were part of that large and active CCB Class all the while my three siblings and I
were growing up going through Sunday School, MYF, Children’s Choirs, Easter Work Camps,
World Friendship Girls camps, all of it.
For education, I went through the Whittier school system, Sorensen, Dexter, Whittier High
School Class of 1960. After four years at Stanford University, I went through seven years at USC
Medical School including LA County Hospital and Los Angeles Children’s Hospital, finishing it all in
1971 as a Pediatrician. I met my husband, Bruce Everett, in my medical school class while we were
freshman. We married at Whittier First United Methodist Church in June 1968, two days after we
graduated from Medical School. During our training, Bruce went off to Vietnam as a surgeon and we
started our family. Kathy was born in December 1970 at Whittier Presbyterian Hospital. Bruce came
back from Vietnam for a year at Fort Bragg, NC where our second child, Peter, was born in August
1972. We then moved to Fountain Valley, CA for five years while Bruce did his Neurosurgery training
with UC Irvine. I served as Medical Director of Long Beach Children’s Clinic, at Long Beach Children’s
Hospital, and had two more children, Bill & Mary, at Whittier Presbyterian Hospital, of course.
Finally, with training over, in 1977 Bruce gets hired into the Neurosurgery practice of Dr. Marsh
and Dr. Florin in Whittier. I was so relieved to be back home again. I joined a pediatric practice with
Dr.’s Arata & Gundell and later started my own practice. I loved that I was able to see many of my
friends’ children through their critical years of growing up. I left the Fountain Valley Methodist Church
I had been attending pretty actively for five years, and gratefully rejoined the Whittier First United
Methodist Church for the final time. I got busy right away joining all the groups I had been a part of
before I left for schooling, and added new related ones as a permanent member of this Whittier
community. I joined the TWIGS Sunday school class right away. I rejoined the Rio Hondo Symphony,
which I had played with in high school, and eventually became a part of its board and support groups.
I joined the Salvation Army Advisory Board. I joined the Whittier Physician Wives Club. Eventually over
time I spent about 13 years as a member of the Whittier Cultural Arts Commission. I was involved with
the Whittier Cultural Arts Foundation and the East Whittier Cultural Arts Foundation. There was a
FUMCW orchestra for a few years--that was fun.
After I retired from medicine at the end of 1997, I joined more music groups, including the
Jubilant Bells and the Chancel Choir. I am happy to say that turning from a career of medicine to one
primarily of music has made the last 20 plus years a happy time and so much less stressful. There are
no middle of the night music emergencies. I have been a part of SPRC for a long time and currently the
chairperson. I have been the Church Membership Secretary for the last few years, and a board
member of the Whittier Methodist Foundation. I am happy to be able to continue to participate in and
donate time and energy to the activities of Whittier FUMC.
-Joan Meister

